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Literacy codes
WHAT? Literacy codes are a quick way 
for your teacher to highlight some 
literacy mistakes in your work. 

WHERE? You can find the meanings of 
the codes in your planner on page 107 
and on the walls in your classroom.

WHY? The pieces of work we will 
discuss are real pieces of work written 
by students in our school. Being able to 
understand and respond to these codes 
could help you make progress in your 
subjects.
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Year 10- Year 11

This week you have your Science exam.There

will be 3 six mark questions where your literacy

is VERY important.

• Discuss the piece of writing on the next slide, 

from the same exam last year. 

• Remember you have studied the Science so 

YOU should be the expert NOT your teacher. 
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What is wrong with this answer to a 6 mark Science 
question? Look at the codes for a clue. How would you 

improve it? Can you correct the mistakes? Help your form 
tutor add annotations.

Discuss 

your 

ideas… This student in Year 1O would have achieved a grade D 

(1-2 marks) Level 1 on this question in his/her Science 

test paper. 
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This piece of writing is let down most by the lack of detail and specialist terms spelt 

incorrectly. By changing the spellings this would push this to a grade C.  By adding 

further detail and scientific content it would gain a B grade.

unspecialised
e.g. Parkinson’s 

disease, or spinal 

injuries

Adult stem cells can develop into many cell types, but not 

all. Embryonic stem cells can develop into all cell types.

genetic

Disease

because



Next week-Take time to correct your own mistakes.

Bring one of your exercise books with you.

1) Find any sp, C or ww errors and 
correct them. If you are not sure ask a 

friend, use a dictionary, your planner

or use the internet.

2) Add in missing // 

3) If you get a ? Re-write the sentence to 
make it make sense.

4) Finally if you get a D or Ex try to add 
the detail or explanation you need.


